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Greetings to   our supporters and friends,  

I would like to take you on a fascinating journey, one spanning from 2,700 years ago until today, a story like no 

other: the story of the Bnei Menashe [Sons of Menashe in Hebrew]. The Bnei Menashe tribe lives in the remote 

northeastern Indian states of Manipur and Mizoram and traces its ancestry back to the ancient northern Israelite 

kingdom that was dispersed following the Assyrian conquest in 720 BCE. Despite the assimilation and 

“disappearance of the Ten Tribes” that followed, fragments of the oral history and traditions of the inhabitants of 

the Israelite kingdom have remained embedded in the tribe’s collective memory.  

The advent of Christian missionary efforts in their area of India some 

150 years ago led many members of the tribe to naively accept 

Christianity, as they recognized the Jewish sources within this religion 

and mistakenly thought it a continuation of their own traditions. 

About 50 years ago members of the community began to question 

Christianity and its connection to our people, and in the process we re-

discovered our ancient Israelite ancestry. Thus began the arduous 

journey back to Judaism. It is of paramount importance to note that in 

March 2005, after two years of investigation and research, the Chief 

Rabbi of Israel, the Rishon Lezion Rabbi Shlomo Amar shlita, recognized 

the affiliation of the Bnei Menashe to the Torah and to the People of Israel and ruled that they must be assisted in 

their return to the fold of the Jewish People and the State of Israel.  

Bnei Menashe: The Challenges Ahead 

Since the early 1980s some 1,720 individuals have moved to Israel and made it their home, while another 2,000 Bnei 

Menashe remain in India waiting fervently for their chance to come to the Jewish homeland. As the Bnei Menashe 

enter Israel on a tourist visa (because they arrive here as non-Jews), they are not eligible new immigrant subsidies 

and services. The halachic rulings require that every member of the community coming to live in Israel convert 

officially to Judaism. This mandates a great deal of planning, effort, time and manpower commitment, and the 

relative poverty of the community (as citizens of the Third World) makes it a challenge to garner the necessary 

resources. Issues of social welfare and education in the community also need to be grappled with to ensure their 

integration into Israel. 

Bnei Menashe Council: Working for the Community 

The Bnei Menashe Council (BMC) was established in 2005 under the 

auspices of Rabbi Eliyahu Avichayil and his organization, Amishav. Rabbi 

Avichayil can be credited with making the first contact with the Bnei 

Menashe community 40 years ago and has been working tirelessly since 

then to bring the community to Israel. The BMC invests much energy 

and effort to solicit funds from the State of Israel, philanthropic 

foundations around the world, as well as private donors in Israel and 

the Jewish Diaspora to make this goal a reality.  

Thanks to the cooperation of Topaz (http://www.topaz.org.il/Eng/) an 

incubator for social enterprises in Israel, headed by Dr. Mike Naftali, we are making giant strides forward in 

conducting the projects listed below (see Projects  

below) for the betterment of the Bnei Menashe community. 

http://www.topaz.org.il/
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The BMC’s activities and support for the Bnei Menashe community have been recognized as a worthy social 

enterprise by Topaz and donations to the community can be made through this organization. All donations to 

support the Bnei Menashe community are tax exempt in Israel, the US and Canada, as well as in Europe and the UK.  

By making a donation to the BMC you help the community help itself. The Bnei Menashe people are talented, 

intelligent and have a strong work ethic. They have come to Israel against many odds and are deeply committed to 

building this country and being part of the vision of the return of the Jewish people to its national and historic 

homeland. 

Projects  

The BMC is run by leaders from eight townships in Israel where members of the tribe reside, and focuses on the 

following projects:  

I. Raising funds to bring members of the Bnei Menashe tribe to Israel  

Expenses  $US 

Transport to airport, flight plus assistance as needed per person  2,500 

Initial grant for rent, household supplies, food, etc., per person  2,500 

Total Expenses per Individual  5,000 

Total Expenses for 30 individuals during 2014  150,000 

II. Social Welfare During the First Year In Israel  

Expenses $US 

Bilingual social welfare coordinator, a 60 hour a month position $12,000/year per 
location x 8  locations  

96,000 

 Food Basket for the Elderly and Unemployed, $80/week x 52 weeks x 30 families  124,800 

Total Expenses for Social Welfare 220,800 

III.  Education and Enrichment Activities  

IV. Rabbinical Services  

 Expenses $US 

Community Rabbi and assistant for each location: $12,000 x 8 locations  96,000 

Total Expenses for Rabbinical Services  96,000 

Total Organization Expenses for 2014  0060066066 

 

I would be happy to answer any queries you may have and provide further details and clarifications.                                 

All contributions/donations will be accepted with deep gratitude. 

Sincerely,  

 
Isaac Thangjom, 
Resource Development BMC, Israel 

Phone: +(972) 54 6707853 Email: isaacthan@aol.com 

AVIN GANGTE – BMC General secretary. TEL:  972-54-5694522   E-Mail : acingangte@yahoo.com 

Annual Expenses  $US 

Coordinator/counselor for students: $8,000 x 8 locations  (10 month) 64,000 

Annual sports day for youngsters, including facilities, food & transportation  12,000 

Annual National Cultural Day for the Community  22,000 

Educational coordinator for youngsters: $12,000 x 8 locations  96,000 

Total Expenses for Education and Enrichment 172,000 
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